
Pastor’s Letter  

Dear Friends�� � �  

     There is nothing like clearing 
out living space for finding 
history. Sometimes old 
newspapers line the bottom of 
drawers and the news of times 
past reminds us of priorities for 
which we have devoted a great 
deal of prayer and effort.  This 
certainly is the experience of 
removing the ceiling and the 
walls in preparation of a new 
activity room adjacent to the 
chapel.  Each room has served a 
sacred purpose over fifty years.    

 If the Women of Grace 
make an average of 100 quilts each year then that means that the little room 
closest, on the south side of the hallway, has housed over five thousand 
quilts.  This kind of math can be done for the health kits, (60 times 50, equals 
3,000) school kits, (78 times 50, equals 3,900), Layettes, (23 times 50 equals 
1150), sewing kits, (18 times 50 equals 900), and 50 pounds of soap times 50 
equals 2500 pounds of soap.  That is the utility of just one little room.   

 We could do more math calculations about the bags of food and the 
racks of clothing that Sylvia Cycyota, Marge and Hally Bruness, Bob 
Domrese and others accumulated in the little room most recently used as the 
“banner room.”  Food and clothing were slowly and patiently collected day 
by day, year after year and placed in that little room so that when a family 
stopped in with the hope that the church could lend a helping hand, there 
would be a proper response.  At various times, the room would be emptied, 
supplies loaded into a van and taken to the Food Pantry at St. Mary’s Hope 
Lutheran Church in Humbolt Park. 

 Chris Holmes, R.N. set up an office in the north most room closest to 
the chapel.  Out of the office of the Parish Nurse flowed informative and 

guiding letters for the membership and posted in this Tower Newsletter.  We 
were blessed to have this program for eight years.  Twelve monthly articles 
times eight equals 96 articles and if each article is at least 675 words then 
that is 64,800 good words given to each of us for our health and healing. 

 The Children’s Library most recently was used as a consultation 
room for the ELCA Mission Developers to interview pastoral candidates for 
leadership of Hispanic Pastorates in various parts of the nation.  I have had 
twelve years of confirmation meetings in that room, often with parents 
included in the class.  The big bean picture hung in there after it was 
designed and created by Grace Church young men and women, many of 
whom are now moms and dads, teachers, lawyers and community and church 
leaders. Nikki Vaillancourt, Certified Librarian, spent hours in that room 
cleaning, sorting and cataloguing, in proper Library Science reference 
numbers, the books and resources available for children and young families.  

 The remaining room that will become part of the large activity room 
has been the office of the India Christian Evangelical Free Church pastors. 
Pastor Isaac Wilson founded a Christian community in the early 1970’s of 
some of the first India Christian immigrants.  About fifteen years ago they 
sought space in the Western Suburbs, a place of welcome and a place where 
Chicago’s Indian Community could travel to with relative ease.  Grace 
Church members voted to make our church a place of welcome for them, to 
embrace them as brothers and sisters in the faith of Jesus Christ.  From the 
pastoral office of the ICEFC weddings, funerals and baptisms have been 
planned and a great many opportunities have evolved over the years to 
worship together, to share a meal and lift up God’s abundant love for all his 
children.  Pastor Nathan Sauve has formally accepted the mantel of 
responsibility passed, with generous blessings, from Pastor Wilson.  

I cannot help but think of the joy and expectation of those who made 
the decision to take out pews in the original church, now referred to as our 
Chapel, and use half of the chapel for Sunday School rooms.  

It is like one’s home or apartment when a baby is on the way; space 
is redesigned to welcome the new baby.  Then as the baby grows, the crib has 
to go, and a “big bed” is introduced with new curtains to match.  When the 
baby reaches high school, the nursery is gone but memories remain treasured.  
With each stage of growth, we gratefully reflect on what has gone on before; 



often glad for our choices and the good use of space to nurture this new being 
into yet another exciting chapter in life.  
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 As the boom of Sunday School growth of the fifties and sixties 
began to wane the rooms bearing class room numbers were converted to 
serve the ministries described above. Now, once again we have young 
children for whom the parents would like to see in a warmer space, with 
carpeting and lots of natural light.  Some of the older members would stay 
after church for coffee if they didn’t have to tackle yet another flight of stairs.  
Teens can plan their mission trips by doing team-building on Sunday 
evenings when the ICEFC needs the Social Hall, so circles for prayer and 
problem-solving can be created easily.  Each group, AWANA, children’s 
bible study, Youth Mission, Table Grace, weekly covenant group with 
Divine Providence,  ICEFC, bible classes, and others have openly wished 
for a multipurpose space, close to the chapel where a group of 30-40 people 
can gather while others meet in other parts of the building.  Already it is 
apparent to me that we will need a separate calendar for scheduling the use of 
this new space. 

 I wonder what reflections future leaders will have ten and fifteen 
years from now.  I pray that they will give thanks to God for a sacred 

“holding environment” for 
young and old, celebrations 
with cakes and candles, sad 
times with Kleenex , coffee, 
and gentle prayers, and  
times of convictions of faith 
to serve the world and make 
a difference. I wonder and I 
hope that they too will work 
to treasure and protect the 
original church. 

 This new room will 
access the chapel or to put it 
another way, coffee and 
fellowship, mission and 
ministry will be in the 
shadow of the cross; the 
decision at Gethsemane to 
follow the Father’s will. 

             We will not lose a children’s library.  This is vital part of the 
ministry of our church.  Our hope is that it will be incorporated into this new 
space.  We will not infringe upon the Pastoral Office of the ICEFC; they too 
are excited about the new use of this area of our church.  The Women of 
Grace have comfortably relocated space for Lutheran World Relief and the 
Food Pantry also has been relocated.  We have lost the Parish Nurse 
partnership with Elmhurst Hospital and are still in the process of planning 
how to reorganize our health and healing ministry. 

 Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you, that where I am you may 
be also.”  Is this not also what a parent is saying as they tear down the wall 
paper from times past and begin with fresh paint to prepare the Nursery?  
Jesus comforts us because we know we need places in which to be and to 
grow; fresh places with fresh spirit in which to encounter our Lord. May God 
bless us in this new chapter in our lives of faith.   

              May God also bless the transitions that are reshaping your lives and 
your homes. Pastor Roger S. Crum  


